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An aiimlutely riveting piece of dei^on % Irre-! 
proacbably fair-minded Inyestigatqfs who |uvo un>! 
covered a lot of atartiing mateiM but present It' 
without a tremor of malice or glee. The i;i^ulU of tw' 
years* research in the Kennedy Library and over ’ 
interviews have been boiled down to some 600 pages;! 
even so, the Blairs had to stop at ’l947,when Kenne-- 
dy*s political career had begun and the cdvenip mas-* 
terminded by his father, with a lot of help from the* 

to penetrtto. In spite of his futiWe^ father. hfiMdl^- 
drlvlng mother and bullying elder brother, Kennedy // 1 
Jvas no neurotic; but he was practically an invalid " 
from birth, with congenital back trouble and contip-' 
prostrating Illnesses, culminating in the recognl^ ' 
Mon of Addison’s Disease when he first entered Con-" ' ^ 
He was no scholar although a quick study who ‘ 
flked to read but was Incapable of sustained intellec- 
tual effort His reputation as a war hero was the crea- - 
tion .largely of John Hersey and the Reader’s Digest • 
other men on the PT-100 braved with equal courage 
and greater intelligence. He took his ap palling fath- 
er’s view of wome^ getting a kick out of scoring with 
sexy starlets and models — ^though they remember > 
him affectionately. Hs best men pals were types like 
himself, bright fun-loving Jocks, “rhe real Kennedy 
was a rich mix: sensitive and callous, purposeful and ’ 
rash, womanizing, charming, amusing, incapable of 
deep emotional rapport with anyone until, late in life, 
his daughter. What does It all matter? A lot the 
Blairs think. It shows how a public image made up of 
distortions, ommlssions and fabrications can be used 
to make a man president; and worse, comic-strip her- 
oes are what we seem to want (Berkley /Pu tnam ' 
$12.95) 


